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Humanitarian accountability in response to the Baluchistan earthquake
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The Government of Pakistan, UN Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian

Affairs (OCHA), ICRC, and other humanitarian organizations have confirmed an immediate need for emergency shelter, food and
health services for populations displaced by the earthquake.

Humanitarian Response

The National Disaster Management Authority and its provincial affiliates along with the Pakistan Army and Airforce are leading the relief
and emergency response. National and international organizations have reached the area and/or are working with their partners to
provide humanitarian assistance.

Humanitarian Quality and Accountability

As the harsh winter sets in the remote and inaccessible areas of Baluchistan, a timely, effective and coordinated response mindful of
the cultural sensibilities of the disaster survivors is needed. Through the HAP New Emergencies Policy (NEP), Members of HAP-
International have committed to make a special collective effort to apply the HAP Principles of Accountability from the outset of all new
humanitarian emergencies in recognition that “It easier to do it right from the start” and that “the more difficult the case, the stronger the
rationale for accountability”. Special efforts to provide quality services and engage in accountable practices which empower and dignify
disaster survivors cannot be suspended or de-prioritized during the response to the Baluchistan earthquake.

This humanitarian response follows a string of natural disasters which have struck Pakistan in the past 4 years. National and
international agencies alike have been responding to such crises. The humanitarian response to the earthquake in Baluchistan is an
opportunity for all humanitarian agencies to prove how far they’'ve come in addressing past challenges and delivering BETTER quality
and MORE accountable programmes.

Interested humanitarian organisations and HAP Members* that are working in Baluchistan directly or through partners will meet in
Islamabad to discuss ways for putting into practice their commitment to the NEP. At this meeting, Members will discuss options for
ensuring quality and accountability of their humanitarian response, and will identify ways in which, together with the HAP Pakistan
Team, they will ensure and assess accountability to disaster survivors using the requirements and means of verification outlined in the
HAP 2007 Standard in Humanitarian Accountability and Quality Management.

The NEP meeting will be held on: 7" November, 2008 at 1500 - HAP Pakistan Office, Islamabad.

For more details, contact:

Naveed ul Haq, Programme Coordinator: nulhag@hapinterntional.org
Maria Kiani: Communications & Monitoring: mkiani@hapinternational.org
Shaukat Igbal: Training and Research: sawan@hapinternational.org

*ACTED, CARE International, CPDI, Concern Worldwide, CWS Pakistan/Afghanistan, Muslim Aid, Oxfam GB, Sungi, World Vision International
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